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The Weavers' Act of 1555 limited weavers who lived
outside the old urban centres of industry to two looms *,
but the restriction was not generally observed 2: some
weavers kept as many as five or six looms under their roofs 3.
Two narrow looms were considered the equivalent of one
broad loom, and weavers very commonly had both kinds in
their houses. The complaint was sometimes made that the
clothiers preferred to give their work to those who had the
most looms, " while those who have only one or two going
can get none " 4; and this jealousy among the weavers
explains the demand occasionally put forward for the
enforcement of the Act5.
The weavers, as a rule, did not confine themselves to
one master; they sometimes took work from three, four,
employers. even five clothiers at once6. The system had many ad-
vantages from the point of view of the weavers. They had
their names on the books of several employers, and if trade
were dull with one,. they might find work with another;
they could also pick and choose what kind of work they
pleased, for example, weavers preferred to make the fine
cloth which was better paid, and when 'chains'7 were
plentiful they were able to refuse the coarse work; and
it heightened their feeling of independence to have more
than one string to their bow. But the system was in-
convenient to the employer. When weavers applied for
' chains' to three or four masters at once, the work was
much delayed ; instead of being returned in fourteen days,
it was sometimes kept a month or six weeks8. Moreover
when trade was brisk the clothier had no staff of workmen
upon whose services he could rely exclusively; on this account
some masters, who had a regular trade and could employ
their men the whole time, made it a rule not to employ
any weavers who did not confine themselves to their service9.
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